








~ TOP SECRET I
1- - Mr. Goldsmi;h.' It a#ks fof further information to'be
/'. : 9 sentl to headquarter’s_, repolting any contact for pos'it'ivéh
i 3 _identification. D§ you'kLOW if the Mexico City station ever
; . 4.| sent any additic;nal infornation to headquarters on Oswald?
: 5 | For example, did they'ever-indicate to headquarters that
6 Oswald haa beeﬁ_to the Cubaﬁ Embassy'és well as to the Soviet
7 Embassy and that ﬁe wanted a visa? |
gl Mr. White,'vI would ﬂave to assume that they did. I
9 'reélize that "assumef-is . bad word.
10 | | ﬁr. Goidsmitht Youvdon't'have personal knowledge one way
1 or another? | |
12 Mr. White. .No,.prior to the aSsassination.I would not.
_. ' 13 Mr. Goidsmith.?. CIA lumber 181. is the h'eadquartefs copy
14 of the 1/10 cab le from headquarters to Mexico Citf which

15 | was just reviewed. T notc in the bottom left hand corner that

16 | Thomas Karamessines was rcleasing officer. Why would someone
7 that high in the oiganiza;ion be the releasing officer on a

18 cable like this?

19, ‘Mr. White. Can I rend'thé first page? .
20 Mr. Goldsmith.. Certuinly.
‘21‘ " Mr. white. The reason woﬁld have been -- I don't kriow
' . :_';'- 2 | wha.t; the ground rules at ':.he‘ DDO level were at that time bqt
i:; ' 3 % the reason would have.beeﬁ in all likelihood that any cable
’ 24 | concerning .the attéﬁtion e} coverage-'o-f- an American overseas '

3
n
J——

-would require the knowledje and approval of the DDP.
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State and Immigration and so forth.

_Ivcan't-answer that question. That depends on agreements that

' were valid at the time.between_agenéies, I would have no -

"Oswald .and indiéated that Oswaid had been a defector to the

Soviet Union, to your knowvledge did that‘inrany way enhance

'earlier tfanscript?

©TOPSEGRET -

Mr. Goldsmith. What would be the reason for that?
Mr. White. The question of CIA involvement on the
coverage of Americans. Tlis was a very goosey métter, even

then. ASs you can see it:sinvolved coordinationwith the FBI and

Mr., Goldsmith. That was'my next question. Why would
this information have beer passed along to these many agencies
In other words, why was tle dissemination so wide?

- Mr. White. You woulc. have to ask Tomm Karamessines.

knowledge of that.
Mr. Goldsmith.- After the Méxiéo;city station received

the cable from headquatters which gave the background on

the importénces of Oswéid $ contact with'thg Soviet Embassy?
Mr.VWhitef Oh; yes, sure, it did.  The fact that>he had
that kind of background. Su;é, he becéme sémeone of con-
siderable operational intcrest. Again, there wéé hothing
other than operational interést.
| Mr. Goldsmith. In a.l likelihood'that’cgble would have |

prompted the people at t-- station to go back and look at,the|

Mr. White. Yes, I would think so.’

4qd2_
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8
- .~ Mr. Goldsmith. And :zlso to look for the photograph?
{/'. o 2 ' Mr. White. I would think so.
1 Mx. Goldsmitﬁ.’”Do ycu know whether prior to-the assassiA
. 4 nation here was any additional action by the Mexico City -

s | station in reference to tle Oswald case?

6 | Mr. White. Other th:en analYticai aé;ion.and probébly

7 re#iewing files to detefmine whether  there wés"énything else
"g | that they might dig out or him and tie to him as a.result of

9 those phone calls. I am-fot_awére.-- I really couldn't say.

10 4. - Mr. Goldsmith.

3

1f Oswald had been an agent of the KGB,'
1N would headquarters have nctified you of tﬂat?
12 ' Mr. White. If they lad knqwn it they certainly would
. _ 13 héve. You don't ’n’ormally expect an agen_{: of the KGB b'to be ‘
14 turning up in bfoad daylicht at the main gatejbf-the Embassy
15 | or telephoning around towr. | |

16 Mr. Goldsmith}_ if Oswald had been an agent of the CIA, .

7 hypothetically now, would the cable from headquarters have
13 indicated that to you?
e Mr. White. ‘Well, we would like to hope it would have

~ 20 but it needn't necessarily have.

21 Mr. Goldsmiﬁh. They might have let the Mexico City
.. . 22 | station just procee'dv to evaluate and analyze_ the Oswald case
— - 23 | without'givihg them‘thétlinformation?
‘ © 24 Mr. Whif:e.‘ That is ;Llwé.ys é possibility in the intelli-

gence world. The principal need to know‘applies pretty widely

Y
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"{ .24'

»cables-conéerning Cuban involvement. - The Soviet Section was -

‘saying is that anybody who had a piece of the pie was origi~

- it would have gone to Sco:t, who would send the cable to

[

TOP SECRET =

you know. : : : | | ,I

Mr. Goldsmith. Afte: the assassination.what was tﬁe :

scene in Mexico City? vBy that I mean what was thé_atmosphere?

- Mr. White. Crisis;' The effort to run down c;ues'on the

Oswald thing took priorit: over énything elSe;

_ Mr..Géldsﬁiﬁh.» ﬁbQ nany péople were sending cables back

andlforﬁh between the stat.ion and headquarters?‘

Mr. White. Wéll, the Cuban Sectior was originéting

senéing cabies concerning the Sovieﬁ iQVOliement.‘ Win_Spo£t
was sending béckf“think" ﬁiéceé. |
Mr.‘Golasﬁith. What is "think" pieces?
. Mr. White.i His own.unalygis of what probably hé?penédm.
Mr. Goldsmith. Did rou ever see any of those think-
piecés? |
Mr. White. I probab.y did. I say thiswﬁaﬁ.happening.

It was typical of the kind of thing that happens. Al1 I am

nating traffic on it. Theyiall funneled through Win.
Mr. Goldsmith. The raffic did not go out simulténeduslﬁ;

each section would have oiriginated the cable and eventually

Washington?

Mr. White. That is :ight. Neither can cne assume that
the cables went out in th: same sequence that the events with

which they dealt occurred.
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sionally blew his top but normally you didn't know when he

TOP SECRET o

Mr. Goldsmith. I uncerstand. To your knowledge.was
Mr. Scottlupsét at the failure of the Mexico City station to
obtain a photograph of Oswald during h;s visitAto Mexico
- City? |
Mr. White. Win-was ¢ very flegmapic fellow. He oéca-
was upset by something. ¢ure, I,think'wé were.all concerned
that wé didn't hﬁvé aﬁy'specific identifiable phoﬁograph of
Oswéld. I‘Cahnot.recall the specific reaction at thevtime,
but I am pretty sure that it would have héd to do with‘qur
inability to keep the camera goiné-éﬁ hours a day, seven days
a week.

' Mr. Goldsmith. Do you recall if, the coverage was modi-

fied after the aésassination?

Mr{ ﬁhite. I don't :ecallrthat it was but it probably
was, for a while anyway. In fact.it.could h£ve Been even
‘before, I‘dop't know, as 1 result of thiSAWashingtpn cable
that Shqwed.Washington was; concerned.

It seems to me that :be'photographic circumstances were
rather bad. There was on: gﬁy and his wife who ﬁanned thét

‘camera. They were in a little confined spacé. I can't

remember whether they had kids or not, a child. But there isl
‘a question, it was partially a question of pressure on them, i

too. -
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18 cript that Oswald visited the Embassies a .total of at least

(5]

1

i Mr. Goldsmith. '.We c>uld establish by reviewing the trans;
| | IR '

l

|

I

four times and possibly as many as six times. In fact the IGR
_ . ) i states he may have visiteil as many as six times.

. Mr. White. What is IGR?

! Mr. Goldsmith. Inspictor General's Report. Do you'
¢ . think "‘that it is unusual chat Oswald having made six visits i

to the Embassy would still manage to avoid belng photographed9

| _

i . In other wprds,;the Statio>n went 0 for 6 on,Oswald,
ﬁ ) Mr. White. Yoﬁ'say that the transcript indicates that he!
visited the Embassy as maly as six times?

Mr. Goldsmith. . We :an go over the transcript piece by

. “ = !, ;piece and you would see tiat if you make the appropriate infer~

e . ’ . : ’ . I‘J .
T ences he went to the Embassy five times. ‘For:iexample, the con

- versation on September 27 between Oswald at the Cuban Embassy

. : ' !
and the Soviet Embassy, hz says -- he is clearly at the Soviet

Embassy and he 1nd1cates “I was there," he clearLy at the Cuban

Embassy says "I was there," at the Soviet Embassy earlier..

s
[v 9]

o

That is two days.

T he next day,:the 28th, he is calling again from one

Embassy to another and he says “If&ill be right 6ver. I was

!
I
!
|
f
|
: !
there earlier and I am ccming back again." There is three thes.
’ : I

We have five times in twc days. Mylrecollection is that the

?
a

Inspector General's report indicates he was there six times

3
tn
Y

4

although.I don't know whét basis they had for saying that. Iq
| ]

T
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4 'any event if he was there five or six times -- my question
is not directed toward criticism of the Agency -- I am won-

dering in light of the fa:t he went there five or six times

b

that it is. likely that a shotograph was taken of him.

an

Mr. White. I think -he answer to your first question is

'Vyes, it would seem to be :nost unlikely that he could go there |

five or six times and esc.ipe bein§ photographed if he did it

during normal hours. 1Is :chere anything in the transcript that

L5y

1)

would indicate that all tiese visits were during normal working

i

i - |
. W.§ hours?

i

. Mr. Goldsmith. - Thre: of the visits wluld have béen on a
‘Saturday. One of the oth:r visits would have been late in the

_J‘I' © . ., 4 afternoon, Friday afterncon, -about. four o'clock.. The earlier

‘= i one on:zFriday, you can't :ell by looking at the transcript

{
what time he had been the-e. i
g

~Mr. White. Then we :ould poésibly eliminate four of those

17 visits,-three on Saturday:and the one at four o'clock if the
13 | Consulafe was closed. I ﬂo longer remember wha£ héuré the

i9 Conéuléte[kept. iI dq reﬁember thgt we were always in light

0 mood saying-how:greét it vouid be to work fdr the Soviet
<l Embassy because they only seem to work about twé,hours a day. .

‘L o i we 'should have_gotﬁen him and didn't. I just don't know.
® T Mr. Goldsmith. Let 1s take a look at CIA No. 197.
o i . : . _
) 232 ﬂ The reason for showing yo: this at this time is that this

l

|

i

|

: ’ 1
So that would have 1l:ft only once or maybe twice when i
. " ' i
§

]
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|
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reports Oswald's contact of 28 September, 1963. .Is that

_correct?

Mr, White. Yes. And this is 23 November, This had

previouslf-been‘sent, had it not?‘

Mr. Goldsmith. No.- This was the first time that that
was being sent.

Mr. White. Really?

Mr. Gcidsmith. To huadquarrers.

'Mr. White., What was. the datelbf'thetslast sable from

“headquarters that said send. everythlng?

. Mr. Goldsmith. - That was dated October 10 orfll.

Mr. White. It wasn'': until the 23rd that this thing came?

Mr. Goldsmith. That is right.
Mr. White. Wow.. I:am sorry, your‘question was?
_Mr; Goldsmith. My only question was this cable reports

the contact of September 8, 1963. 1Is that correct?

Mr. White. ‘'Yes. Th.s is the one you asked me about befq

with respect to paragraph 2?

Mr;-coldsmith. That s right.

-

In paragraph 2 lt ma.:es reference to Oswald's October is

contact, is that correct?

Mr, White. Yes.

Mr._GoldSmith. Let 1s turn to CIA No. 202, which is a

cable. Would you read pa-agraph 6 of that cable.

Mr, White. Do you mind if I read the rest in order to

e JOP SEBRET 44
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get'it'in context?

Mr., Goldsmith. Suref

(%% ]

[ 5]

Mr. White. . Okay.

8

Mr. Goldsmith. Parajraph 6 indicates 'bther than infor-

Las

i mation already sent re Oswvald's connection with Soviet and
|

(4 5

- Cuban embassies no other .nformation available." My question

i is, it seems that the onl:' information sent so far was on the

Ay

September 28 contact and -:he October 1 contact, and there were

LY ]

i

% two conﬁacts on September 27. Do ypu>know why headquarters
|-

|

i0 4 wasn't told abbuf those o:her contacts at that time?
1 | ‘Mr. White; . No, I dbu't. Somebody must have simply

:ﬁ | overlooked them. I fell rou the volume of paper that was bein?
. i3 : handléd by a small r_xumbeé of people ju‘ét boggles the mind. ;
' u_% Win was a very fast reade:;r and a couple of other people were. |
| ‘ 1
ts% But the procgésing of all this detailed paper was a terrible %
1é 3 time-consuming affair. I can only explain it that it must havé

IT@ gotten lost in the furor of érocessing what was deemed to be

162' higher priority stuff, I was going to say did it nﬁt emerge

i
i
|
‘ _ : !
16 later that during this corbing of .all available materials that]|

o |

20 they overlocked those two days?

21 Mr. Goldsmith. Later on headquarters was apprised of the{
. ) : - September 27 contact. Wht sent out this cable? ,
i S . Mr. White. Herb Manecll and it was released by Win Scott.;

Mr. Goldsmith. Who is the authenticating officer?

3
149

L ¥
Ery

1
| | |
Mr. White. That is (HG. That is Manell. %

0P StERET  w
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‘Goldsmith. What‘ié'above-Manell? ;

White. Those ar: the initials GHG. It is G. H.

Gestetner. The same as G.H.G. here. But that Rybat is a

sensitive indicator. It 'vas not at all unusual in cases

would send them just to the Station Chief for release.

Goldsmith. Pleas: look at CIA No. 225.
White. Okay. |
Goldsmith.  bid ‘rou write that cable?
White. I had té, I am sure.

Goldsmith. My qiestion is, that cable indicates

that were regarded as sensitive that the originating officer

that

only known conta:t was the 9-28 contact with the Cuba

Soviet Section t> bounde it off 6f.

HW 48331 DocId:39277217 Page 48 Tﬁ ? 21
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. EEREE Efnbassy?
e i g Mr. White. Yes.
13 % Mr. GoldSmith, At tle'time.ybu sent that cable were yéu
f . : R
16 % aware that Oswald had aisn]visited-the Soviet Embassy?
i7 E Mr, White. I was notz. I clearly was not aware. I don't
'xa.? even know why I Wrote thét,_powrl got into the business of
19 E .wrifingvthe-céble. Wﬁa£ lay was the 23rd ovaovember?
| , v
:o% Mr. Goldsmith. It was a Saturday.
. _ﬁ l ' Mr. White. Thgt may be why;‘
. . 22 !E - Mr. Golasmith. What do you meén; that may:be. why? a
f;;, " Mr. White; ‘There was an cutstanding requirement on
. .24 : phpﬁo_s _l,éf.t over from the day before and somebody wasn't in
.

450,
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_ ' |
| Mr. Goldsmith, Axe rou. saying on that day you would l

have checked with anyone :hat was available and perhaps ﬁhe

Soviet people were not around?

(]

[ FY

Mr. Whité. That is vwhat I am saying.

[¥1]

Mr. Goldsmith.  Woulidn't you think on. the 23rd of Novem-

¢ i ber, the date after the P:es;dént had been kiiléd,»everyone in‘
the Station would have be:n around?
5  Mr. White.’ Yes. It really doesn't make sense.: As I

recall it was about noon, Mexico time, was it not? ;

10 ' Mr. Goldsmith. When what?
ﬁ ﬁr..White. When he 'vas killed. What time of'tﬁe day?
"12 5 I remember-I was -in thercar === |
: . s ‘ Mr Goldsmith. He wis killed at approximately 12:30 |
1;'2 central standard time. I don't know how that relates to Mexic%n
s % time. |
16 E ' Mr. White, I think vé were an hou; off.
7 % Mr. Goldsmith. ‘This cable was sent the day'after the
3 assassination.
o . .~ Mr, =white. The éﬁrd of November? |
..20 7 : Mr._Goldsﬁithr Yes. E
2} _ Mr. White. In other words, why didn*t I know-what the E
o ag | station'kngw before this is what you aré asking?’ %
, - Mr. Goldsmith. Right. .
2;-% ‘Mr. White. I can't 2xplain it;- I can't explain it excepL

~3
0

SEETE

either I had not seen all the traffic -- I assume I should
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' Did it contact sources o- assets to f£ind out what Oswald's
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have before I wrote this.

Mr. Goldsmith. Aftef the assassination did the Mexico

i

City Statioh.conduct an.iivestigatioh into Oswald's activities:
: !

while he was in Mexico?

Mr. White. Yes, we 1ad a continﬁously ongoing search of

files and all possible soirces that we thought would contri-

Mr. Géldsmith, Who vas connected with the investigation

in Mexico City, thefFBI o: the CIA?

Mr. White. I 'had no knowledge of what thg,FBI was doihg,
only wﬁatvthe_Station was doing.

Mr. Goldsmith. Did. :he Station contact its sources?

visits with the Embassy miy have. been about?

Mr. White. We certainly contacted any sources that we

thought would have anythig .to contribute. The fudny thing

about this cable is that :here are no signatures on it. I

doﬁ't inderstand why it does not have any signaﬁures on.it.
Mr. Qoldsmithw Does the cable hérmally have signatﬁres
on it?
Mr. White. Sure, I see, this was the headquaiﬁer';
cdpy.

Mr. Goldsmith. Ther: is nothing unusual about the cable

itsglf?

V Mr. White. No s




1Y SLLHE Y

1 Ei Mr. Goldsmith. .When did you first réalize that Oswald
. : i had been to both embassies? Do you recall?
’ % M¥f White. No, I do not. It must have been-soon after E
. : : f this though. V
3 { . Mr. Goldsmiﬁh. -Did the CIA j.nvestigate Sylvi_a Duran
6 E . after the assassiné_tion?' | A _ i
k'?‘ i Mr. White. What-do you mean by investigate Sulvia Duran?é
3 : : . Mr. Goldsmith. Did s'ou talk to any of her associates? %
? 3 ~.Did you intérview_. hér‘? | | E
! . . . |
10 ] ' Mr. White. I can't 1emember who was in charge of the Cub'én
M :" Section at that time. | |
2 Mr. Goldsmith. Da‘ve- Pn_ilippé.
. = Mr. White. It would have been someone in h‘i‘S. éhop who
| e would have done it if it had been done. I believe she‘was
15 % jnterviewed.
18 ; - Mr. Goldsmith. At one point the CIA headquarters cabled
17 ! the'StatiOn.r and indi‘ca'ted 1:ﬁ§t headquarters did not want to h;tve
13 | Duran. arrested byj the Mex:.c-an.. Do you. know th that. instruc-
i9 tion Qou‘l‘d. have lbeen sent to the Station? [
0 . White. No, offhund I couldn't say. l g
a1 - Mr. Goldsmith. Do you have any reason to believe that i
. - 22"; Oswaid may have 'béen a KRGl "a.ge'nt? | i
J S Mr. White. I have no reason to believe. You can always ;
. 24; speculate. I don't believe so. If he was he was a very poor
o : : !
’ 2z r, one the way he handled hinself, :
|
i

oo s JOF SECRET g3
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units. One of them dealt with very sensitive operations. T he

" two branches or_groups-‘ 3IG was one which did engage:in actual

for an Agency employee to have interviewed or debrlefed
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49
Mr., Goldsmith; bo y»ou have reason to believé he'worked
in some.capacity for the CIA?
Mr., White, I.have nd reasqh to beliéve £hat.
._er,,Goldsmith,- Do you know what the term CI/SIG-stands
for?.
Mr. White. . Special qnté;ligence.
Mr. Goldsmith,: Qf.the Counterinteliigence'-?-
. Mr. White. === staf:,
| Mr.AGolasﬁithr What was thé work of the CI/SIG unit?

Mr, White. I don't :now. They had a couple 6f-speciél‘
CI staff was strictly a p.aper-pushing out-it. They had one or

physical contact bperatious, agent operaﬁions.
Mr., Goldsmith. Would iﬁ have been unusual for CI/SIG
to have'been,t5e grou§ that opened up Oswald's 201 file?
Mr. White. Initially?

Mr. Goldsmith. Yes.

Mr, White. I can't answer that. I don't know what was k
: | : ' -
usual or unusual for them. The CI Staff was a highly unusual ;

outfit. -

Mr. Goldsmith. Would it have been standard cIA procedure|

Oswald upon his return from the Soviet Union to the United

States?

RFT. 454
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Mr. White. It depends on what was known about him at

the.timé. If he were a security #uspect it would have been'
unusual. The Bureau wou;d‘have done it ét our behest. The
Bureau would have dgqe it routinélyﬁanyway. But if hé.were a E
routine visitor tolthe Soriet ﬁnioh we might have done it thﬁoégﬁ
our Overt Division. | | ‘ !'

Mr. Goldsmith. That is the distinction you would draw. |
: g
{

‘If Oswald had been a secu:ity suspect of some kind it would

have been the Bureau's joh. If he were a visitor or a business-

man, then CIA may have done it? ’ ' !
'Mr. White. Yes, but through one of its overt domestic E
contacts.

Mr., Goldsmith. What is a 201 file?

Mr. White. XA 201 file is a biographic file that contains

information about ione pe:son.

Mi. Goldsmith. Woull a 201 file indicate whether or not

.a person was an agent, asset, source of the CIA? i

Mr. White. fes, mos: likelyf But there were other kinds;
of 201 files. The 201 file would not neceséarily deal only-

with people who were agen:s.

Mr. Goldsmith. What other kinds would there be?
Mr. White. Anyone 01 whom -- let us say we had liaison

with a German police formation. We would have 201 files L

on the principal officers with whom we dealt. All the infor-

: mation about that individial would go into that 201 file.

, ' i | ALDERSO ! RIPCRTING COMPANY. INC. ' z4j{37’
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"son for whom the file has been taken out was an asset, agent

bidgtaphic data. All operations data would be'in‘theioperé—

It might not have.SPecifics.’ A 201 file was reaily a file

3
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Mr. Goldsmith. Are you saying<£hen that the mere fact

that a4 201 file exists doas not necessarily mean that the peff

pr-scﬁrée of the Agency?
Mr. White. Yes, that is what I am sajing;
Mr. Goidsmith. Wouli a 201 file be opéned on someone if
- j
he were perceivéd as a ccunt e:intelligenéevthreat?
- Mr. White. it eould_be; ' . |
Mr, Goldsmith. If in factjsomeoné were'an-agent for the
CIA would that automatically be noted' in the 201 file?
. Mr. White. Not neces$ariiy. Aéﬁually it would be in

the 201 file, in tthe case of an agent would be a sgrt.of bare

tions file.

Mr, Goldsmith. It is possible that the 201 file would

indicate the Agency relationship but it is also possible that

it would not?

||

‘Mr., White. Yes. It would be:kind of hard if a m an wer

i

an agent for there not tc be some hint in there that he was,

deSiQned to enable Agency namecheck procedures to be conducteq

and be -accurate but not recessarily reveal to unauthorized

members of the Agency th:t there was an operétional relation~-
ship with that person. Im I méking the distinction clear?

Mr. Goldsmith. Yes, I understand.
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If you wanted to finl out what operations that.a par-'

o~

— . 1 kticular agent had been insolved in how would you go about get-—

ting that information?

[ 5]

Mr. White. The agen: has a cryptonym. The cryptonyms

[PS

in a case file would tke k:cken down into four parts. The

2

5 first part of which is th: biographib'informatioh. Tha£ would".
. 1 be the 201. The second pirt would_be‘thé administrative .

3 % 'information. The third part would be operations and the i
9_3 [ fourth Parf would 5e_prod1ct;on. In par£>three there would» %

2; %"Ordinarily.be.a.mdnthly progress reéort or at least a qudrterl§
0 E 19?591955 reéort on. that o;eratioﬁ wduldlbe_summarized in thatﬁ

' Mr. Goldsmith. For zach agent there would be an opera-

tional file you could tura to?

i

Mr. White. _That is right.
~ : Mr, Goldsmith. You would not have to know the name of |

every operation that the agent was involved in in advance and

1§ .
‘;2" go to that pafticular operatkons file? You could just go to
/ .
. ‘the Qperations file for that’ particular agent and it would
'gi list the information.
;0 Mr, White.' It;shouid list all the cryptonyms and all thq
:1 operations he was involved in. |
é ’ ’ ‘ . ’
Mr. Goldsmith. Are you certain of that, L !

P
[ )
A3

‘Mr. White. I am certain that is the way it was meant to

be. I am certain it was not always done that way.

Mr. Goldsmith. As : matter of routine procedure that is

-

%<

]

the way it is done?
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Goldsmith. You left in 19762

White. I left operations in '70.

“Goldsmith. What did you do between '70 and '76?

White, I was in training and I was head of the

terrorist Group.

Mr. Goldsmith. Do you know whether the Agency ever. con-

Mr.

Mr. Goldsmith. Do ycu know whether Oswald had any contac

MI.

Mr. Goldsmith. Were you ever interviewed by anyone from.

the Inspector General's oifice concerning the surveillance

. sidered recruiting Oswald:

White. No, I ce:tain do not.

~with Agency personnel while he was in the Soviet Union?

White. 'i do not know that either.

operations in Mexico City"

Mr. White. When?

Mr. Goldsmith. Dur:ng 1963. Let me rephrase the gques~
tion. Were you ever inte::viewed by anyone from the Inspector

General's office concerning the surveillance operations in

Mexico City during the tine that Oswald was there?

Mr. White, Not to the best of my recollection.

Mr. Goldsmith. Have you ever been interviewed by the

Inspector General's Offic: in regard to any matter?

- Mr. White. Oh, yes. Sure, they used to méké_routine_

inspections of Stations aad so forth and I am sure I have beenl '
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_ I? Mr. Goldsmith. If they had asked you questions about
/. ‘ 2 { Oswald in Mexico City wou.d you have remembered tha;t?
3 % Mr. White. Gee, I don't know. That is a kind of funny
* % question. If they asked.né questidns‘would I remember?
S'i Mr, Goldémith. The :e~-son I ask is th;t_your answer to
! ' - : _
s my question was "no, not o the best of my recollection.” I
é guess I am looking £or a nore definite answer.
i . :
3 ; Mr. White. 'I would .ike to be able to give it to you.
i %‘_If they did interview me ..t must be a matter of recoré. I
70,5 would rather séy‘I‘canFt remember ‘than make alstab at-it.and '
i give you a wrong answer because your work muét be difficult
i2 enough without frying\to qetfpeopie to back up on sﬁatements
:,‘I’“t; _:ﬂ3 -.Lthey‘have.already made "w:ll, i£ says here iﬂ the record.”
' i E Mr. Gdldsmith. Did ~sou ever know a CIAlofficer-hamed
18 % Maurice Bishop? | |
¢ % Mr. White. Is that 1is real name?
7| Mr. Goldsmith. I do1't know.
i3 Mr. White. I don't :hink-; ever knew anyone under
e th_at name. | ]
20 E Mr., Goldsmith.- Do ysuiknow whether"bave_Philipés ever @
2l used that as an operational alias? }
. . . |
. 2 II | Mr. White. I don't <now if he ever did or not. i
i;; ti'i . Mr, Goldsmith. Did sol ever us; any operational aliaseé%
E e , dr. White. Yes. | i
| . i
'1: 258 Mr. Goldsmith. How nany would you use? ‘ %
:
i i
i
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Mr. White. As few as possible because you can trip
—. ; yourself Jp that way very easily;
»E{ Mr., Goldgmith. It would be very unusual for a case offic;r
. : ': over a period of years le: us say to have used hundreds of |
| operatioﬁal aliases? | é
Mr. White. Hundreds?> I would term it most unusual.
‘Mr. Goldsmith. For :he reason you stated, it would be
tough to remember which o1e yoﬁ used with whom? |
Mrx. White.:. Exaétly.

Mr, Goldsmith. What is your opinion as to the manner

. in which the Agency handl:d the Oswald case prior to the
assassinatioq? ,
Mr. White. Prior to the assassination?

Mr., Goldsmith. Yes,

Mr. White., From wha: I knew about it I would say they
handled it in about the wiy that was to be expected, gave it
about the degree of impor:ance that it merited.

Mr., Goldsmith. Did ieadquarters ever criticize the
Agericy for not having a piotograph of Oswald?

Mr. White. The Station?"

Mr. Goldsmith. Yes., - Z
. . i - Mr. White. They may have. That fealiy would have been
" - ?” the spilt milk department wouldn't it? So it would not have

. :+ 3} made much sense to use th2 communications chanrel for that. ;

;;.i I would have expected, if it were a criticism, if it did come

A
o
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1 é es a criticism, to come mcre in a petsonal lettet to Win or
— - b o . o
. 2 : during one of his visits to Washington.
| : i Mr. GOldsﬁith. Wouip he have told you about that?
. | * i Mr, White. He might have. He might not have. He was
S-i a strange guy. | |
' 3 § Mr. Goldsmith. Do you recall one way or another whether !
g i headgaurters ever did cri -icize the Station?: é
i .
3 % Mr. White. I don't -emember any criticism for that. - ;
? E Mr. Geldsmith. What is your op;nlon of the manner ln-ei
|
' i . which the Station conduct=d itself after the assassxnaticn’
;12 : Mr. White. Everybod{ was flat out, .I tell ylu that, doing
‘73 i whatevet it was he was doing to take care of his part of the ;
. - 13 | ,affair. Whatever ‘role hai been as'sj.gned him to play, every- :
:‘Z"é body was doing it,without-any regard to hours-of;work or |
r }S% anythipg else. That went on for a number of weeks. The |
ﬁ‘éé recollection that I retain is one of continuously-grinding out
‘72 “the same material over eLd over again saying it in different
] ' ' o ~ .
i3 | ways. I can honestly sav that I have never, since leaving the
'9 Mexico City Station, rercad any of those'filee until this maté:ie
0| I have seen today. . R ;
2l | ‘A lot of stuff has Heen superimposed on my memory of the%e
. 2 : ' evente. The principal fict that concerned me was that, yes ,‘ i
_;; 3 5 we did get transcripts of Oswald's telephone calls and, no,
: |
. o 1 ‘we did net isolate a photograph of him and that was a damn . :
) as ; 'shaﬁe; but I personally can't fault anybody %n the Station %
| | |

Abs!




| %] for what he did.or qidﬁ't do with respect‘to that investi;
) 2. gation.
3; Mr. Goldsmith. .Did {ou'or anyone else at tﬁe Station.
. : 'have knowledge of the CIA's anti-Castro. assassination plots?
3 ‘Mr. White; No. I can,éhly spéak for myself. I donft
-8 i know what knowledge dtﬁerlpeople had., It was:not discussed
?E‘ with me. . o | ..', i
8% Mr.'Goldsmith. Mr. #hite, I would like to thankiyvou
'?g very much for being hefe'today.'vfou ha—é been very patiént.-
i , :
}OE] .You have been generous with your time.’ Customarily the com=- .
‘]E, ;mitteé_gi?es the witness whéfappears béfore us at a hearing
‘zi 'the'opportunity to make & statement. Although this;is not
@ L hearing if you would like to make a statement at this t‘iﬁze,
S 4 | - feel free. - | !
H . !
15 .- . .Mr. White. I don't have any -statement I wquld 1iké to
_i6§ make.on the record. :Let mé say that I'apologiig for my faultﬁ
17 memory. I wish if-weren’t.that way but it always has been.
i3 It must be frustréting fcr you.. Pérhaps'I ém'not the.first b%d
9 1 memory you have encountered. |
20 . Mr. Goldsmith. Thark you. Let me state the entire record
?1 .. of this deposifion wili l'e transcribéd. You will be given an
. I a2 ; opportun;.ty to reV1ew it, will be asked to s:.gn it and to !
'i;f ' 73% verify it. The court reporter will be requested to certify ;
.' = g that the transcript is a compiete, accurate and true record
’:} 23 ; of all the'testimony‘giVun.

% Mr ‘White. So you will want me down here again?
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I would want to put it on the record.

. You will have an opportun:ty to correct. However, if upon
reviewing the deposition :ou would like to make an additional -

- statement I would certain!y. give you that opportuaity. -

;gging_;o'be thinking now-about what we have been talking about

‘transcript. is completed?

-was concluded.
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Mr. Goldsmith. Yes, simply to read through the ;esti—
mony . 'We will do wha;evey.we'can to-accomm¢dgte'y§u ;ﬁ terms d
your -time const;ainté.

Mr. White. ALl right.

~

Mr, Gdldsmith. You ¢ould waive that if you want to but

b £

Mr. White. I won't lave any chance to amend anything? i
: !

Mr. Goldsmith., You won't have an opportunity to amend.. P

Mr, White. It might not be a bad idea. Inevitably I am

It is possible that there might be some more-light'along the

line.

Mr. Goldsmith. Why «don't you get in touch with us when the

Mr. White. A&All righ:,

(Whereupon, at 12:30 p.m. the taking of the depositionw
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~contain a correct transcript of
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‘the witness whose testimoiy appears in the foregoing depositio

.-deposition is a true reco:d of the testimony given by said

" deposition was taken; and further that I am not a relative or

ﬂ.emplbyeévbf-any attorney’ir counsel employed by the parties
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CERTIFICAT: OF NOTARY PUBLIC

1

I, Alfred Joseph LaFrance, the qfficer'before whom

the foregoing deposition vas taken, do hereby certify that

[

was duly sworn by me;'tha: the testimony of said witness was
taken by me in shorthand ‘o the best of my ability and there- |
: i

after reduced to typewrit.ng under my direction, thaﬁ said

witness; that I am neithe- counsel for, related to, nor

employed by any of the pacties to the action in'which this

;herétof:hor'financially or otherwise interested in the out-
come of the action.

I

Notary Public in and for
the District of Columbia

My Commission expires Nov:amber 14, 1980.




